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NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 

Application Number: 2003-354266 
Drafted: 2006/03/14 (year/month/day) 

Examiner: Michiaki KOEI 8324 5T00 

Attorney: Masatake SHIGA et aL 

Cited Articles: Article 29, Paragraph 1 

Article 29, Paragraph 2 

Article 36 

This application should be rejected for the reason(s) given below. If the applicant 
wishes to comment thereon, the applicant is invited to submit a response within three 
months from the Mailing Date of this notice. 

REASON(S) 

A. The recitation of the claims of the present application fails to satisfy the 
requirements of Japanese Patent Law, Article 36, Paragraph 6, Number 2 with regard to the 
points listed below* 

EXAMINER'S COMMENTS 
The recitations of the claims are unclear on the whole. In particular: 

1 . The meaning of the term "topologies" is unclear. 

2. The categories (process inventions or method inventions) of the inventions 
according to claims 1 to 13 are unclear. 

3. The constitution (function) of the "second switch" and the meanings of the 
terms "first discharging closed position" and "second discharging closed position" are 
unclear. Although the "first discharging closed position" and "second discharging closed 
position" can be interpreted from claim 3 and others to indicate a state of the second switch, 
the relationship between these states and the open state of the "second switch" is unclear. 



4. It is unclear what is indicated by the "said first power supply mode" of claims 
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12 and 25 (the "first power supply mode" is not recited in the claims that claims 12 and 25 
depend on). 

5. Because the definition of the "power management control circuit" recited in 
claim 19 is unclear, the "conduction state responsive to a control signal from a power 
management control circuit" is also unclear. 

6. The definitions of the "first power supply mode" recited in claims 27, 3 1, and 
37, the "second power supply mode" recited in claims 27 and 32, and the "third power 
supply mode" recited in claim 30 are unclear (if definitions from other claims are to be 
used, it is necessary that claims 27, 3 1 , 32, and 37 be dependent on these other claims). 

7. It is unclear what is being indicated by "said system load" in claim 3 1 (claim 3 1 
does not depend on other claims and does not previously recite a "system load"). 

8. Because the input signal of the expression "at least one input signal" recited in 
claim 33 is unclear, the meaning of "controlling an output power parameter" (the scope of 
the phrase) is unclear. 

9. The definition of "power condition" recited in claim 34 is unclear. 

Therefore, the inventions according to claims 1 to 38 are unclear, 

B. The disclosures of the Detailed Description of the Invention of the present 
application fail to satisfy the requirements of Japanese Patent Law, Article 36, Paragraph 4, 
Number 1 with regard to the points listed below. 

EXAMINER'S COMMENTS 

1 . The disclosure "since the output voltage of the ACDC adapter has a fixed 
value. . . significantly increasing the cost of the power supply system" of Paragraph [0005] 
is unclear. 

Therefore, the present Detailed Description of the Invention has not been 
disclosed as required by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry with regard to the 
inventions according to claims 1 to 38. 
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2. The disclosures of Paragraph [0023] are unclear on the whole. 

Therefore, the Detailed Description of the Invention is not disclosed clearly and 
sufficiently enough for a person skilled in the art to carry out the inventions according to 
claims 1 to 38. 

C. The invention(s) according to the below-listed claim(s) of the present application 
was disclosed in the below-listed distributed publications), or made available to the public 
through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing of the 
present application, and it is therefore deemed to be unpatentable under the provisions of 
Japanese Patent Law, Article 29, Paragraph 1, Number 3. The inventions) according to the 
below-listed claim(s) of the present application could have been easily made prior to the 
filing of the present application by a person with average knowledge in the field to which 
the invention(s) belongs based on the invention(s) described in the below-listed distributed 
publication(s) or made available to the public through electric telecommunication lines in 
Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing of the present application, and it is therefore deemed 
to be unpatentable under the provisions of Japanese Patent Law, Article 29, Paragraph 2. 

(See the List of Citations for the cited publications) 
EXAMINER'S COMMENTS 

- Claims 1 to 38: Citation 1 
[Remarks] 

As set forth above, although the contents of the application are unclear, either the 
inventions according to the claims do not substantially differ from the invention disclosed 
in Citation 1, or, even if there are substantial differences, they cannot be deemed to have 
inventive step over the invention disclosed in Citation 1. 

If the applicant submits Remarks and Amendments, the difference between the 
invention disclosed in Citation 1 and the present invention and the reason why the present 
invention has inventive step over the invention disclosed in Citation 1 should be made 
clear, 

LIST OF CITATIONS 



1 . United States Patent No. 6, 1 72,478 
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The applicant will be notified of new reasons for rejection if such reasons for 
rejection are found. 

RECORD OF PRIOR ART SEARCH 

Searched Technical Fields: IPC 8th Version H02J 7/00-7/12, 7/34-7/36 
Prior Art Reference(s): 

1. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First Publication No. 2000-32684 

[1\ United States Patent No. 6,140,801; Corresponding English language application] 

2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First Publication No, H08-37302 

[2\ European Patent Application, Publication No. 0 660 520; Corresponding English 
language application] 



This record of the prior art search does not constitute the reasons for rejection. 
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